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PUBLIC PROBLEMS LIKE RUSSIAN DOLLS

Greenhouse gas emmissions→Warming

Warming →Drought 

Drought → Migration 

Migration →Conflict

Etc. 



PROBLEM DEFINITION

 CAUSES

- What is the problem? -

Definition of

responsabilities

 CONSEQUENCES

- Why this situation

is a problem? –

Definition of victims

Recognition of authority



AIR POLLUTION 
DEFINITIONS AND POLICY SECTORS

19th century

 Causes Consequences Authority

 Industrial

emissions Human Health Health Sector

20th century

 Causes  Consequences Authority
 Industrial

emisions Environment Environmental
Sector

 Car trafic

emissions

[Competence for policymaking]

[Competence for policymaking]



GHG
emissions

Natural 
causes

C.C.

Drought
Sea level rise
Floods, etc

C.C. (drought, 
floods…)
[+other causes]

Migration

Homeland loss
Impoverishment
Conflict, etc

C.C. (drought, 
floods…)
Migration
[+other causes]

Conflict
Physical integrity  risk
Human rights denial

PROBLEM DEFINITION SCENARIOS

C.A. Vlassopoulos, 2010

C.C. (drought, 
floods…)
[+other causes]

Underdevelopment
Hanger
Unemployment
Disaster risk



COMPETING APPROACHES TO CLIMATE CHANGE

Ecocentric 

approach

Athropocentri

c approach

Main policy 

actors

Main policy 

actors

-UNEP

- WMO

- UNFCCC 
Secretariat

-Env/al NGO

- UNDP

- UNCHR

- IOM

- NATO

- Human/an 
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UNFCCC

Kyoto Protocol
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