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Initiative -1

Invites governments, municipalities, academic
institutions, young people and all types of legal
entities to undertake to plant, care and register

75 trees dedicated to the 75 anniversary of UN

and to the efforts to reinforce the biodiversity of the
planet

HELLENIC REPUBLIC



Initiative - 2

linked to the appeal of the BaEEEEE
UN Secretary General to
governments and simple
people of the planet to
increase their “ambition”
in the combat against
Climate Change and the
protection of the
environment
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ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COOPERATION

Permanent International Secretariat

BS/INF0.2020.0025

The Permanent International Secretariat (PERMIS) of the Organization of the Black Sea
Economic Cooperation (BSEC) presents its compliments to the Ministries of Forelgn Affairs
of the BSEC Member States and has the honor to inform the Latter on the following:

The United Nations will mark its 75% Anniversary in 2020. In celebration of this
Anniversary, the UNFCCC parties [United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change)
decided to proceed increasing their National Determined Contributions (NDCs) so as to tackle
Climate Change.

The Energy Policy and Development Centre (KEPA) of the National and Kapedistrian
University of Athens (which is the Coordinator of the BSEC Green Energy Network and was
selected as Regional Hub of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) for the Sustainable
Development Goal 7 - Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modern energy for
all) has decided to participate in the aforementioned Anniversary with the initiative “75 UN
= 75 trees UNAI SDG 7", described in the documents attached to this Note.

BSEC PERMIS endorses this initiative strongly, believing in its important value, as it offers
the possibility to BSEC Member States to demonstrate their willingness for increasing their
contribution to the combat against the negative effects of Climate Change.

Given the above, the esteemed Ministries of Foreign Affairs are kindly invited:

a) to inform about the 75 UN - 75 trees UNAI SDG 7" initiative their respective
Ministries responsible for Agriculture and Forestry, protection of the environment and
energy, and alse Municipalities and other entities of both public and private sector that have
the capacity to implement the initiative by planting trees in various areas of the territory of
the respective Member State;

b) to inform BSEC PERMIS in due course on the national entities that committed

h to impl t the above ioned initiative.

BSEC PERMIS would appreciate to receive such information from the Member States at the
latest by 15 March 2020. Based on this information, BSEC PERMIS will notify directly the
United Nations Secretary General about this contribution of the BSEC Member States to the
implementation of the decision of the UNFCCC to increase their NDCs for combating the
negative effects of Climate Change.

The Permanent International Secretariat of the Organization of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of
the BSEC Member States the assurances of its h:lghesl: consf Iderau an.

Encl. As above

'To: Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the BSEC

Dariigsafaka Caddesi, Seba Center I5 Merkezi, No: 45, Kat 3, Istinye, Sariyer — Istanbul, Turkey
Tel: +90 (212) 229 63 30-35; Fax: +90 (212) 22963 36
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ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COOPERATION

Permanent International Secretariat

BSEC Urges Member States to Plant 75
Trees in 2020 to Support UN Initiative on
Climate Change.

To coincide with the 75% Anniversary of
the founding of the United Nations, BSEC
PERMIS is actively supporting the

1 ion of the initiative “75 UN -
75 trees UNAI SDG7" proposed by the
Energy Policy and Development Center
(KEPA) of the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens (NKUA), in its dual
capacity as the UN Academic Impact Hub
for the 7th Sustainable Development Goal
(UNAI Hub SDG7) and as the Coordinator
of the Green Energy Network of the Black Sea
Economic Co-operation Organization (BSEC -
GEN).

PERMIS is urging BSEC’s 12 Member States to ask app Ministries, Municipaliti

and Academic Institutions, both public and private, t; phu\t, care for and reglster, with the
UNAI SDGT7 registry, 75 trees - or multiples of 75 - in each country by the end of 2020. The
proposal is designed to help raise awareness on issues of green energy, climate change
and environmental protection using “simple measures undertaken at the grassroots level”.
An overall goal of planting at least 1 million trees is directy connected to an appeal by the
UN Secretary-General to governments and ordinary citizens around the world to increase
their “ambition” in tackling climate change and to help re-forest the planet with concrete
local actions.

Municipaliti ies and entities from 8 BSEC Member States have expressed their
madxness to partmxpahe in this symbolic and important undertaking (the Republic of
Armenia, the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Republic of Bulgaria, the Hellenic Republic, the
Republic of Moldova, Romania, the Repubhc of Turkey, Uk:ame) by planting at least 75
trees in various parts of their countries in 2020.
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Results in 2020

* Participation of 9 countries (Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Bulgaria, Greece, Canada, Moldova, Romania,
Ukraine and Turkey).

* Participation of 29 Hellenic municipalities

* Dynamics of the initiative is the planting of
10,077,625 trees.

University of Athens



Results in 2021

* Plantation and treatment of 75 plants on the islet of
Thodorou (or Theodorou) (autumn planting season)

* Preservation of historical olive trees
* Region: Kastelli Pediadas on Crete, Greece where new airport
of Heraklion is being constructed

* Agreement between local Municipality of Minoa Pediadas and
the administration of the New International Airport of
Heraklion, under the coordination of the Decentralized
Administration of Crete, the state organization for the Forest
and Environmental Authorities on the island of Crete

* Participation of almost 60 Hellenic municipalities
* Small scale funding from the Hellenic Green Fund
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Perspectives

Decision to continue and
upgrade the Initiative for
the coming years (based on
results and especially
willingness of participants)




Thank you

Dr. Popi KONIDARI
Tel.: 0030 210 72 75 830

e-mail: pkonidar@kepa.uoa.gr
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