


DAFNI – Network of Sustainable Greek Islands is 

a public interest non-profit organization of the 

island local and regional authorities in Greece.

It promotes sustainable development in Greek

islands through the delivery of integrated

actions in the fields of energy, water, waste and

transport / mobility enabling the transition to a

circular and sector-coupled local economy
boosted by touristic activities.

Island 
municipalities 

52 4 Regional 
authorities



 Strategic planning

 Implementation of infrastructure projects

 Maturation of projects

Technical studies at all stages

Support in tendering processes

Support during licensing and consultation procedures

Joint-procurement and tendering

Fund-raising 

Capacity building and trainings

Policy making 

Advocacy

Services

Buildings & Public 
Space

GIS & 
Spatial Planning

Water 
Management

Sustainable 
Tourism

Waste Management & 
Circular Economy

Clean Energy & 
Sustainable Mobility



Technological and social 
innovation 

EU funded projects 



Multiple Use of Space for 
Island Clean Autonomy

Deployment of H2 Ecosystem 
on the island of Mallorca

Maximizing the impact of 
innovative energy approaches 

in the EU islands

Accelerating the 
decarbonization of islands 

energy systems

Transforming ports into 
clean energy hubs



Citizens acting on Mitigation Pathways 
through Active Implementation of a goal-

setting network

Renewable Energy Empowering European 
& Indian Communities

Energy citizenship for a sustainable 
future

Circular Economy 
Implementation in Greece

Youth Employment Network for 
Energy Sustainability in Islands



Lighthouse 
smart island projects



The project is funded by Siemens in the framework of the Settlement 

Agreement between the Hellenic Republic and Siemens.



“An EU initiative that provides a long-term 
framework to help EU islands generate their 
own sustainable, low-cost energy.”



Reduced energy costs and greatly increased production of renewable energy

The creation of new jobs and business opportunities, boosting islands' economic 
self-sufficiency

Construction of energy storage facilities and demand response systems, using 
the latest technologies

Better energy security for islands, which will be less reliant on imports

Improved air quality, lower greenhouse gas emissions, and less impact on 
islands' natural environments

Expected results



How it all started



May 2017

The European Commission, 
together with 14 Member States 
signed the Valletta Political 
Declaration



May 2017

September 2017

The Commission launched 
the Clean Energy for EU 
Islands Initiative at the 
Inaugural forum in Chania, 
Crete



May 2017

September 2017

June 2018

European Commission’s DG ENER set up a 
Secretariat to support the 
Clean Energy for EU Islands Initiative.

S E C R E T A R I A T



May 2017

September 2017

June 2018

June 2020

The Memorandum of Split was 
signed, to ensure the future of 
the Clean Energy for EU Islands 
Initiative



S E C R E T A R I A T

to support islands in their transition agendas

to promote the participation, engagement and empowerment of citizens

to facilitate the creation of renewable energy communities

to promote projects and exchange best practices



Clean energy production

Energy efficiency upgrade

Heating & cooling decarbonize

Transport to & from the island 

Transport on the island 

S E C R E T A R I A T

Providing technical support 

for the maturation of island 

project to decarbonize their 

energy systems



Regulatory analysis

✓ Technical assistance
✓ Gamechanger awards
✓ Webinars
✓ Workshops
✓ Guides and publications

Support

✓ Regulatory inventory
✓ Studies of barriers & 

recommendations

Island marketplace Island community

✓ Investor database
✓ Financing training

✓ Forums
✓ Newsletters
✓ Podcasts
✓ Videos
✓ Postcards

So far… 76 islands engaged



Energy Upgrades in the Port Infrastructure of 
Thira

Initiating the Transport Sector Electrification in 
North Dodecanese

Clean Energy Transition Agenda for Andros

Sporades Virtual Microgrid

Clean Energy Transition Agenda for Kastellorizo

Clean Energy Projects in 9 Greek Islands



Clean Energy for EU Islands photography competition
Astypalea winner of 2022



May 2017

September 2017

June 2018

June 2020

April 2023

3rd phase of the Secretariat:

30 islands to reach 100% RES by 2030



DAFNI becomes the national coordinator of 
the Secretariat for the Greek islands   

Who we are



Activities

Capacity building & technical assistance to the islands

Call for 30 renewable islands  

Activating the Marketplace

Islands workshops & Training

Follower islands (at least 90 followers 

Inventory & study on management of connections and non-interconnected grids

Update of the Regulatory inventory

Thematic workshops 

Islands workshops & Training

Organization of the islands Forum 



Call for islands 

October 2023

January 2024

30 islands selected

March 2027

January 2025

January 2026

Call for follower islands

6-month interaction with islands

20 workshops

The timeline



#CE4EUIslands

30 FOR 30
30 RENEWABLE ISLANDS FOR 2030

7-8 JUNE 2023
SAAREMAA, ESTONIA

FORUM 2023



www.DAFNINETWORK.gr
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